1/2/70 


Dear Russ, 

Very glad to get your latter of the 27th (postmarked 29th) and 
enclosures. Today was Lil ! s first at work for the tax season, and getting her 
in and moved to her new office and a few other chores makes me rather late on 
everything today. Gotta pick her up again, too. Both trips take about an hour 
and a half out of the atoo-short day. Bo, 1 answer your letter forst to get this 
in the mail when I go for her. 

My disagreement on making any present, meaning partial and Birfcx 
without context, use of the Groth angle is even stronger than it was because my 
appraisal of the raction to the murders has been 8mply borne out. On the 7 a.m. 

CBS TV news this morning 1 hoar a long sequence on the ranthers and the campaign 
against them. Knowing. 'VTO? often reruns these segments, I was prepared to tape 
it at expected siting on their half-hour (really 255 minutes, minus commercials, 
for the last 5 minutes is an editorial) news beginning at one. 1 missed the 
intro, but I taped almost all of it and I enclose that tape (please return). 

Digression you will note 1 use old 8mra film spools for reels. If $ou 
con get them free out there, or know any way of getting any (esp. 3-3}-” ) reels 
free, I always need them (and boxed for storing and labelling). DO ROT BUY ME ANY* 
This is my last empty. buy cheap tape in 7” reels on sale and rewind for this 
purpose, doe use on my portable machines. I * ; ant, ultimately , to be able to set 
up a recorder attached to the radio for instantaneous use. not just to move one 
in and have it ready, as today. 

Listen carefully. This is the best kind of Panthe r-anti-FBl/pig pr, 
and it reached an enormous audience. The pres is and for a while will be our way 
on this, save, perhaps, for the utterly irrational, like Chi r,, rib. WfOP is Wash 
r ost, real esteblis rment • T A m© this and see how much of the sctual midday newscast 
it really was, when you take out all the commercials, the opening end close, ai d th 
total is but 25 min. And they will repeat it between 6 and 7 p.m. And this is but 
one ares and remember, it made the entire net this a.m. I have yet to hear any- 
where anything favorable to the police, even their own special production was 

against them. So, the thing to do, par, is to let it cool, let it run its own 

course, give them no relief, no diversions, nothing to ansv/r, and above all, 
let the newsmen snd media get themselves involved and participating, as this 
clearly fehows they are. The time for us to do soemthing is when this runs down. 

On Groth: what do we really have? Nothing, except in the context of 

a book like mine. Even the Valle/Panther comparison is nothing, by itself. When 
we get the answers to the questions I asked you (thanks for forwarding-I also 
asked Allen Bickley to seek them for me, but there is not too good a chance there), 
then we may have something significant. 

However, there is a proper format for this, and 1 have it all arranged# 
It is the Hilliard case, where there is a Vallee parallel. His lawyer is real 
keen for it and the rest of what x have along this line. The man I asked to see 
him was east for the first time in a year and h half and I sew him two days ago. 

Now that trial will get coverage, and i f he uses the stuff 1 have, of which you 
have seen only part- wow! Clobbersville Express. It will not be only Groth. (with 

Black Panther trimmings), Miiteer (with King and B'hem Church), many extremists, 
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thi f R r S rI lne ,o thr9 ! t3 t0 the ?resident wh ° »2 assassinated- it will also be 
the FBI and tne SS, who are those after the Panthers am framing Hii liard for 

a reactionary President whereas they were really unconcerned about viable rightist 

threats against a "liber 44” Frea. And with a brilliant lawyer like Garry to Sse it 

' ne has been getting a marvellous press), it should be worth waiting for. 


The lawyers have a problem we also have. It is to avoid asking the 
extra, unnecessary question that saay ruin everything. V?e are in that position 
right now. Let us not blow it in the futility of trying to persuade the already 
persuaded and, simultaneously, tinning off those able to cook up "explanations" 
Besides, aside from the questions I asked you to get answers for, I am continuing 
is investigation and I now have four more pages of once-suporessed FBI reports 
end will be going after the DJ on other still suppressed. T h is al s0 provides the 
opportunity to sue them for these papers in court in Washington, which is a very 
good place (I wish you'd had time to see what I'm already prepared for). These 
are pale copies of very poor copies. Before trying to copy them for you I’m going 
to try and get better originals. They add nothing material to what I knew but 

h^ y dld / 0 al 1 y embroi 1 ^t. Edgar in knowledge and silence at the coverup. u emBm- 
ber, he is the bookkeeper, too# And now the suppressor* 


I've never been a patient man and learning how to be has given me 
an ulcer. But we must learn this, must, with all the risk of error, try and leaim 
timing, not think merely in terms of immediate pr and that in a small vacuum. We 
can and I think will get more and it can and I think will hove more meaning if 

we work and are patient. But now it is cools to Newcastle, a hell of a wav "to 
waste good bottoms* 


There are other importances. I1 ead the signs. Hoover has a new release 
on how awful the Panthers sre. Typically, he overdid it. u ntypically, ± have 
yet to hear any but en adverse comment (so bad the Post omitted-if you’ see clips 
l ! d like to have, please), n e tells how the Panthers ore guilty of 100 attacks * 
on police (the Chimurders being perhaps 30 of them?) and you know, he had not 
o word to say about what happened to any blacks, not a suggestion that any died 
even from natural causes, if not bullets. Quitely, he is biing shiwed on this * 
and it is effective. .. .Lot them make all their mistakes. Let the Toms get in- 
volved. Listen to Abernathy on this tape Do you know, this has brought 

about more black unity than the King murder? And, I think, the beginning of 
militant changed attitude toward King (for example, Hilliard on Sunday’s ABC show* 

Hastily, 8 few other things. Groth is not on that form twice-three 
times. DeZutter, I also try and moke these gu£e lo-k in the mi rror. . . .Explanation 
"Task Force On View Arrests helpful but not complete enough. Does "On View” also 
mean anticipated, to be viewed, hence without warrant? Vliy ?/ere they out looking 
for '/alleeto commit a traffic violation? Y 0 u know they were looking for him, 
tioped off. This was the day of the JFK visit, and it was cancelled. They knew 
earlier* Had to....7hat is "Area 1"? Need it be geographic or is it, lets say, 
"subversive"? i'his would tend to help understand Groth’s role. Or, is it iianrahan? 

$ 

iV ty Black ^anther files are not as complete as you read. * read that 
‘BI Chicago raid in a way that makes me proud. Therefore, 1 im e diately added it 
to tne book and with that began to keep a clip file of whatever 1 saw. Even for 
the pe riod_ following i t is not complete. However, you are welcome to whpt 1 have, 
but until i get the appendix done I really cannot part with it. I ; may; nded it at 
any time. Y 0 ur Chicago friends should have much more than I do. The qne thing I 
£hink may not have appeared there is too big to copy and 1 ha d a friend) clip it. 
f hey * ve been away. 1 expect to pick it up this evening.., %ne of my moil is 
’24 hours" anymore. It took yours two days to get postmarked! 
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ndreground press-Garrison. I wrote wrong or you took wrofcgj. Ke> thinks 

they’re great. They did too well by him. They arerutterly irresponsible end are 

* ’* \ 


largely responsible for the disillusionment that followed the Shaw decision. 

Very hurtful. Meanwhile, tney also boycotted everyone who didn’t lick his ass. 

If tie disagreement is to "tactics", 1 disagree, --hat ha did that is unpardonable 
is to be dishonest in his public statements, to improvise, imagine- say whatever 
seemed expedient, exactly whst the Establishment does, thiis undermining legit 
rhiticism of the Establishment, did not violate Shaw’s righto u e was careful, 
lie did not start it. He did have a survival problem® I am sympathetic to his 
feeling he had to respond, and he did have to. My complaint is with his failure 
to respond properly and honestly, not with responding. *ou may not know what he 
faced, it was an enormous campaign, with limitless money snd powerful fronts for 
the government. Thefce were, among other things, not fewer thaa three major 
penetrations of his staff . And fortunes were offered his witnesses. I have 
details from some on tape. 

You did well to drop ,T Research ^roup"/ There is also a "Group Res- 
earch", well known. ..I disagree with you when you say the Toms will "throw the 
Panthers" os soon as expedient. Not for a while. They are too cagey. This tiling 
has grabbed all bracks, believe me. ...Flo: no point in jy writing ter further. 

She does her thing her way* Because she is so very bright she is a big disap- 
pointment to me. it is as tjough she and others want all this great and un- 
necessary suffering to hasten a Weatherman-type situation. They want no light 
shed* no easing of repressions. And they are determined to isolate th- mselves, 
to have no allies. 

Butler. .. .Local Metromedia got a lot of flsck. This particular show 
(I have sound tape) is a wonderful opportunity for blacks to get a nice fat 
hunk of prime TV free. 1 have all they need, and they can ask under fairness 
doctrine. When you see whsrt ± have on "Imperium" and NYA, you’ll understand. 

^eal Hitler-type Nazis and the book is the American Mein Kampf. However, the 
extent of syndication is something I do not know* t know only of NY, DC and LA. 
Undoubtedly, with Schick raying, it is elsewhere. 

Please letme kknow as soon as you get asnwers to questions. And, if 
you can, eliminate uncertainty about "Area 1". Best to ydu both^ and may the 
years be a good one for you. 


Sincerely, 


> 


